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Hart M. Devenny

On July 30th, 1976, Physical Education suffered a great loss in the death of Hart M. Devenney.  When Hart received his Honour Award from CAHPER in 1973 many of his colleagues learned, for the first time, something of his experiences and background.  This information will surely bear repeating since its variety and diversity formed the very essences of the man and his breadth of outlook.

He held a B.Sc. degree from Springfield, Massachusetts and a Master of Arts degree from McGill University.  He began his career by working with the Y.M.C.A, first in Springfield and later in Montreal.  After a brief year as Director of Urban Youth centers in Manitoba he served abroad the Auxiliary Services of the R.C.A.F. during World War II.  When he returned to Canada in 1945 he went to Manitoba and for ten years he served as Director of Physical Fitness and Recreation for that province.  The thirteen years before his retirement in 1968 were spent as a physical education consultant with the Province of Ontario Department of Education.

Hart’s interests touched many aspects of Physical and Health Education camping and outdoor education in addition to his work in the schools.  His sense of service led him to accept office in a number of developing organizations in Canada; he was President of the Manitoba Physical Education Association in 1951 and President of our own national association (CAHPER) from 1952-54.
 For many years Hart was responsible for the organization and operation of the Bark Lake Leadership training Camp (Ontario Department of Education) and in this respect his service to the non-profit camps of the province will be evident for year s to come.

After his official retirement in 1968, CAHPER continued to profit from his help.  He served as Managing Editor and Assistant Director of CAHPER until 1971.  At the time of his death he had been Business manager for Kirk Wipper’s camp Kandalore for a period of approximately four years.

Hart Devenney was one of the small band of pioneers who helped to gain respect for Physical Education as a valid discipline in this country.  It is almost impossible to appreciate the difficulties under which he had to operate – workshops in remote parts of the country, activity sessions with children wearing impossible layers of winter clothing including heavy rubber boots, and the lack of understanding and sympathy often shown by administrators.  Almost invariably he traveled with a trunk full of equipment because in those early days he rarely found any in the schools.  He was one of a small group of people who worked tirelessly to improve conditions and who succeeded in gaining respect and recognition for his profession by his own sincerity and devotion.
Our deepest sympathies go out to hart’s wife Rena and their two sons.  We hope they may be comforted and sustained by the thought of the positive contributions for good which resulted from his career and made him so respected by his professional colleagues.  He will always hold a very warm place in the hearts of those who had the privilege of knowing him well.

