Hart M. Devenney
Physical education programs from coast to coast; university degree offerings from Newfoundland to British Columbia; physical education a recognized part of the curriculum in all provinces.  The field has indeed come a long way in the last few decades.
That this growth was realized is due to a small band of pioneers in physical education, one of whom we honour tonight – Hart M. Devenney.

Hart graduated from Springfield College in 1927 and after attendance at Yale Divinity School received his M.A. from McGill in 1930.  During the late years of the gay 20’s and during the bleak years of the 30’s he served in Y.M.C.A.’s in Springfield, Mass. and in Montreal.  In 1939 he was appointed Director of Urban Youth Centres in Manitoba but left the following year to join the RCAF auxiliary Services.  His war career took him to England, the Middle East, North Africa and Italy before he returned for discharge in 1945.  That same year Hart was appointed Director of Physical Education and Recreation for the Province of Manitoba, a post he held for ten years prior to a thirteen year appointment as physical education consultant with the Province of Ontario.

During his long career the Devenney imprint has been felt in many quarters of Canadian physical education.  He served as President of the Manitoba Physical Education Association in 1951 and was president of our own association from 1952 to 1954.  He has been active in the Ontario Camping Association, the outdoor education committee of CAHPER, and is an Honorary Life Member of the Ontario Municipal and Provincial Education Officers’ Association.  From 1968 to 1971 he rendered distinguished service, in retirement, as Managing Editor and Assistant Director of CAHPER.

For over forty years Hart Devenney has laboured on behalf of Canadian young people through the vehicles of physical education and recreation.  He has been an innovator and fighter in those early days when physical education and recreation were struggling for their place in the sun.  to those of use who were privileged to work with him, he was a wide friend and a helpful associate.  He is indeed most deserving of this high honour.
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