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It was John Howard Crocker who, in 1928, first suggested the idea of a British Empire Games in Canada to M.M. “Bobby” Robinson, which culminated in the First Games at Hamilton, Ontario.  Thirty-one years later, at the age of 89 years and only five months before he died, Crocker received a letter “which made him extremely happy”, informing him that he had been named as Honorary President for the Canadian Association for Health, Physical Education and Recreation. (Keyes 1975).  That letter dated July 14, 1959, was signed “Maury”, above the title of “M.L. Van Vliet, Past President”.  And now, exactly a half-century after Crocker’s notion was first expressed, and nearly twenty years after his letter to this outstanding pioneer, Maury Van Vliet is the President of the IX Commonwealth Games (1978) Foundation.

 

Crocker would undoubtedly have approved of this appointment, just as he would have been delighted in the tremendous growth of these Games, and the fact that, after August 1978, Canada will be the only country to have hosted them on three occasions (1930, 1954 and 1978).  CAHPER members, also, can take pride in the fact that the 1978 Commonwealth Games President has been an active member of the Association for 40 years.

In that time, within CAHPER, Maury Van Vliet has achieved various Honour Awards and held several important positions.  He has been Chairman of numerous Committees and Conferences, too many to list here.  At he University of Alberta he became Dean of the Faculty of Physical Education which provided the largest graduate program in the Commonwealth, and the first to offer the Ph.D. degree.  Previously he had distinguished himself as a coach in five sports – basketball, football, gymnastics, rugby, and track and field – winning two National Championships (basketball) and six Western Intercollegiate Championships (football).  He still found time to produce four books and numerous professional articles.

 

Beyond CAHPER, and his own campus, Dr. Van Vliet also obtained recognition in many other ways which brought credit to the profession.  For example, he was awarded the Centennial Medal in 1967; and was later admitted to the Edmonton Sportsmen Hall of Fame “for twenty eight years of devotion to amateur sport”, in 1973.  He was granted an Honorary Doctor of Law Degree from the University of Western Ontario, and is a Fellow of the American College of Sports Medicine.  He has also been greatly involved in sport for the disabled and handicapped, in the Alberta Paraplegic Association, the Canadian Wheelchair Sports Association, and the Edmonton Paralympic Sports Association.  This brief survey, in fact, cannot do justice to a unique career; a life which one can confidently predict will be the subject of a professional biography in the years to come.

 

Dr. Van Vliet was chosen as the new Foundation President (after the resignation of Alex Fallow) on February 10, 1975, and since that date he has faced his biggest challenge.  The unavoidable and huge problems associated with organizing such international sport festivals are now his responsibility, and they usually tend to become more urgent as the event approaches.  Perhaps the biggest worry to date was the much-publicized threat of an African boycott of the 1978 Games, but this has now receded, thanks largely to the Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ “Gleneagles Agreement” of June, 1977, and to Dr. Van Vliet’s 14-day, 5-nation visit to Africa three months later.  The budget is obviously a concern, too, but present signs are extremely encouraging in this respect as well.  People who know “Maury” well are confident that he will meet the challenges ahead, and as successfully as he has done in the past.  As Sir Alexander Ross, Chairman of the Commonwealth Games Foundation, states in the XI Commonwealth Games Official Souvenir Book (page 4):

Under the able leadership of Dr. Maury Van Vliet, the organizing Committee (called ‘The Foundation’) has been working long and hard for several years and I am confident that these Games will be a successful witness to their efforts.

In his 1959 tribute mentioned in the first paragraph, Maury referred to J.H. Crocker’s “great devotion and accomplishments to the field over a span of so many years”; and most would find those words very appropriate to describe the career of M.L. Van Vliet.  In his recent letter to the XI Commonwealth Games Official Souvenir Book (page 8), Maury expresses the hope that everyone involved in these coming Games “will experience delightful new friendships, a spirit of unity and a sense of purpose…”, and again such sentiments could well apply to the author, to aptly describe a part of his own contributions with CAHPER and to the profession-at-large.

Maury will give the R.T. MacKenzie Memorial Lecture on July 31, 1978, to which members of the Association will look forward in anticipation of a special event.  But perhaps the most significant event will occur on August 3, during the opening ceremonies in the new $20.9 million 42,584-seat Commonwealth Games Stadium.  For that date is Maury Van Vliet’s 65th birthday, the day he officially “retires”!  CAHPER members will admit that it is the biggest farewell party ever…and wish him a “Happy Birthday”.  And they will hope that Maury – and Virginia (Mrs. Van Vliet) – enjoy many happy times in the years ahead.
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